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WELCOME
Hi everyone and welcome to our brand new Grasshoppers 
newsletter. We intend to produce this going forward probably every 
3 months to hopefully keep you better informed of forthcoming events 
and progress within the various sections of our 
great club. We will cover various aspects and over 
time do specific features on various topics and 
individual personal stories. 
In particular sign up and make a note in your 
diary of future key club and social functions. 
I hope you enjoy the read!
Cheers.
Mike Reilly
Chairman

DIARY DATES
What’s On at Grasshoppers

We have a bumper package of 
exciting events for all the family.

Please continue to support your club 
over the coming weeks and months.

March

  4th Ladies Keep Fit Launch

18th St Patrick’s Night Party

26th Last 1st XV Pre-match Lunch 
(and Karaoke Night)

April 

29th Soul Night

May

  1st Senior Rugby/Netball Awards

  5th Rugby Juniors/Girls Awards 

13th Dinner & Dance (Rugby Minis/
Juniors/Ladies)

14th Dinner & Dance (Senior 
Rugby & Netball)

SENIOR RUGBY
The 18 months in lockdown has 
‘hit’ senior rugby at Grasshoppers 
exceptionally hard and the impact 
could have been damaging for the 
club in the coming years unless 
we had worked hard now to try and 
resolve the issues we faced in the 
wake of the pandemic.

Whilst the elite professional clubs 
enjoyed a successful return to both 
Domestic and European competition, 
only the total opposite can be said of 
community clubs like Grasshoppers. 
As we all know our senior players have 
spent 18 months in the wilderness, with 
no meaningful training sessions and no 
matches to play.

A consequence of this hiatus has seen 
a disjointed and worryingly poor return 
to training and playing from our senior 
squads, so much so, we have virtually 
‘lost’ one whole team from our playing 
portfolio. From having 4 senior teams 
including Vets playing weekly prior to 
covid, we now have 3 teams including 
the Vets.

However, it is not all doom and 
gloom! Since Christmas the senior 
players under 1st XV captain Callum 
McCormack have pulled together 
and the collective unity in improving 
numbers at training and focussing on 
playing with your mates and giving 
100% has seen a marked improvement 
in both commitment and performance 
from the boys. Currently the 1st XV is 
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Senior Rugby continued...

in mid-table with a realistic chance 
of finishing 5th and if we can string 
together some results a top 4 place 
is possible. 

The 2nd XV has endured a torrid 
time with many players taking 
‘extra time’ away from the game 
due to a combination of covid and 
family commitments but again since 
Christmas we have seen an upturn 
in both availability and results, and 
the boys must be applauded for 
turning things around.

A special mention must go to 
3rd XV skipper John Scannell and 
his deputy Mick Whitehead for their 
sterling resilience in keeping the 
3rd XV going through real adversity. 
The Vets under John ‘Griff’ Griffiths 
have been excellent this season 
and unfortunately lost a narrow 
game recently at Ruislip 
denying them an end of season 
play-off place.

It has been mighty tough for 
everybody involved but dare we 
say we may at last be seeing 
green shoots of a regalvanised 
senior section. The last game of 
the season see’s the 1st XV away 
at Fullerians in early April and we 
expect the boys to enjoy their off-
season and return fully re-energised 
for a new season ahead.

Recruitment of new players into our 
senior ranks in time for next season 
has already started and we now 
urge the senior players to ‘target’ 
work mates and friends away from 
other clubs to Grasshoppers. It 
is fair to say unless players are 
moving to London any prospective 
new players will come to us from 
other clubs. We can use social 
platforms to market ourselves as 
a great rugby club, but the best 
marketing tools are our 
own players…

Word of mouth remains the most 
effective recruitment tool.

NETBALL
The netball section was hit with a hard start of the year, with all netball games 
being postponed, due to Covid-19. However, this didn’t stop the girls coming 
together on Mondays and Saturdays to keep on training and building our 
gameplay in our squads ready to take the court. In preparation for this our 
girls took place in mixed team friendlies, which was a great opportunity for our 
teams to try some new combinations within their squads. 

Since returning to the court we have had some great wins from all our teams with 
our most recent wins last weekend. Our B/C Squad beating Wallington Wolves 24-12 
and our A team beating Actonians 40-32. This result for our A team meant they have 
carried on their winning streak for this side of the season, being their third win in a 
row, and something they are looking to continue. Lots of big games still to come from 
all 3 of our Netball squads, so when you can get down and support!

JUNIOR RUGBY
It has obviously been a difficult time for everyone since Covid-19 brought the 
2019/20 season to a halt in March 2020. We had many months of no rugby, 
followed by months of non-contact rugby, followed by months of rugby with 
adapted rules and with most competitive rugby cancelled. Whilst Covid-19 is 
still around and is still impacting peoples’ lives we have at last seen a return to 
rugby and a return to competitive rugby.

This season we have teams at U13, U14, U15 and U16 age groups. All of these 
teams are competing in their respective Herts/Middx pools and leagues and we 
have had some very successful matches at all age groups. These pool and league 
matches continue over the next few months right up until the end of the season in 
May and all of the teams are hoping for a successful end to the season. We have 
enjoyed watching many of these matches and can see that we have some really 
talented rugby players who will hopefully continue through the age groups and into 
Senior rugby in the years to come. 

As part of that rugby journey through Minis to Juniors and to Senior Rugby we are 
planning some changes to the Junior Section next season with the creation of a 
Rugby Academy for the older age groups. So, next year we will have teams at U13, 
U14, U15, U16 (Junior Academy) and Colts (Senior Academy). We intend 
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Junior Rugby continued...

to introduce the Academy players to Senior Rugby coaching to ease their future 
transition into Senior Rugby and some of that Senior Rugby coaching has already 
started with the U16s on Thursday evenings. Plans for the Academy are still being 
developed and we will share further information as the plans progress. 

We are planning a Junior pre-season tour for next season which will take place in 
September 2022 going to Gloucestershire. This will be an exciting start to the new 
season for the players and hopefully will be an enjoyable experience which will help 
develop team spirit. We will be starting to do some fundraising for this tour in the 
coming weeks and will be looking for volunteers to help in this fundraising effort so 
any help will be much appreciated!

Finally, a date for your diaries: we will be holding the Juniors & Girls end of season 
awards evening on Thursday 5th May in the clubhouse from 6pm. This will be our 
first awards evening in 2 years so it would be great to have a good turnout of players 
and parents to help celebrate everyone’s achievements this year. 

MINIS RUGBY
Minis section has had 17 new members join this year taking us to a total of 219 
members across age groups.

A particular highlight this season has been our u12 Team.

They participated in the last of four rounds of Middlesex tournaments which 
determined their rankings in the leagues for next season. The team has shown 
huge progression over the season and the scores reflected the improvement in 
passing, positioning, and 
‘straightforward’ working as 
a team. 

Whilst the final leagues will 
not be announced until later 
in the season, Middlesex 
have already confirmed 
that we have achieved the 
highest positioning for a 
Grasshoppers u12 team 
in the last decade! This is 
a huge achievement and 
testament, not just to the 
u12 players and coaches, 
but to the support in coach 
development, integration with Juniors/
Senior club, and guidance provided by the 
Minis leadership team.

LADIES RUGBY
Before we talk about 
Grasshoppers Girls, let’s take a 
minute to reflect on one of the 
country’s fastest-growing female 
sports, with 30,000 women and 
girls playing regularly at a club 
– twice as many as in 2014 – and 
the trend isn’t just national, as 
World Rugby has seen a 60 per 
cent increase in participation 
globally since 2013, with females 
now making up a quarter of all 
players worldwide. 

Grasshoppers girls comprises of 3 
sections U13s, U15s and U18s.

We have over 30 girls playing twice 
a week, our training is competitive, 
challenging and fun and there is 
great camaraderie across the group, 
so far we’ve played 7 matches this 
season and only lost one against 
Old Colfeians (rematch arranged 
for March), 8 of our U18 players are 
representing Middlesex this year 
and previous players have gone on 
to play for England, Jamaica and a 
host of premiership teams.

We are always looking for new 
players to bolster all squads, and 
are looking forward to a successful 
season.

Knee highs experience their first visit 
to an away club for this season and 
thoroughly enjoyed getting muddy.



See website for more details

www.grasshoppersrfc.com
Grasshoppers, Syon Lane,
London TW7 5PN.   Tel: 020 8568 0010

Follow us on:

RUN, PASS, BE HAPPY
Keep Fit...with Rugby (Ladies Only!)

This great new free initiative launches on March 4th (7.00pm-8.00pm). For all 
ages (Mums, daughters,...), all abilities, non-contact. This should be brilliant 
fun and is headed by Cat Lindsay. Just turn up or for further information 
contact ladies@grasshoppersrfc.com 

END OF SEASON DINNER & DANCES
In addition to our traditional Senior Rugby & Netball dinner and 
dance (May 14th) we are also this year launching a separate event 
for our Rugby Minis/Juniors/Ladies (May 13th). To keep the ticket 
cost down, and to utilise our magnificent venue, both events will be held 
at the club. Cost is £50pp including welcome drink, 4 course meal, live 
band and entertainment. We expect these to sell out so please get your 
bookings in asap to george.orishaguna@grasshoppersrfc.com

CLUBHOUSE 
Our new food menu is 
receiving good reviews. 
Lots of new items 
including fajitas and 
quesadillas. 
Come and try for 
yourself...maybe during a 
rugby six nations game?

We are also looking for staff (full and part-time) in the kitchen and bar. If 
interested please speak to Tracy or email info@grasshoppersrfc.com


